LOCAL NEWS

l Solihull councillor Alan Martin, Bickenhill Parish councillor Linda Poulson and Centro’s
lead member for Rail and Metro Operations, Cllr Tim Huxtable, open the new Park and Ride
facility at Marston Green Interchange.

Country park...and ride
Commuters and nature
lovers have been given a major
boost this week with the opening of a new £450,000 Park and
Ride facility at a key suburban
rail and bus interchange.
A total of 55 spaces have been
created at Sheldon Country
Park so that passengers using
the nearby Marston Green rail
and bus interchange can park
their car for free before jumping on board.
The new Park and Ride has

been built by transport authority Centro in partnership with
Solihull Council to ease overcrowding in the rail station’s
existing 96 space car park
which has proved so popular
with commuters that it is often
full before the end of the morning rush hour.
The new car park, which also
includes softened lighting and
safety and security measures
including CCTV, will also
be available free of charge to

visitors to Sheldon Country
Park.
Cllr Tim Huxtable, Centro’s
lead member for Rail and
Metro Operations, said: “This
new facility is a significant
boost for passengers using the
Marston Green Interchange
where the existing car park can
often fill up very quickly in the
morning.
“This is the latest in a number
of Park and Ride expansions
we are carrying out”.

Junior Apprentice is just like
watching the reserves at Villa
The first series of Junior
Apprentice has been different
things to different people.
For some it has been an unsatisfying starter to the main
course they are accustomed
to tucking into in March (we
have the general election to
blame for that).
For others it has been a welcome fix of Sugar’s acerbic
appraisal of ‘wannabies’’ attempts at innovative business.
Even with the juniors, he’s
not exactly helping the medicine go down. Mary Poppins
has nothing to fear.
For me, it has been déjà vu
meets Groundhog Day.
I was part of Apprentice
class of 2009. I’m your very
own local girl who was first
out last year. Oops.
I’ve walked that same opening sequence over the London
bridges and have the blisters
to prove it (they don’t film it
in one take).
I’ve sat in that clinical board
room and stared Sugar in the
eye and told him that he is
wrong.
For all the good it did me.
But I’d still do it all again at
the drop of a hat.
It was great experience being
selected, being part of it, and
even being grilled afterwards.
The Apprentice has become such an institution that

Anita Shah
playing any role in it, is a real
compliment.
I hate to disappoint but
Sugar is as you see him on the
show.
There is no off camera
banter although he’ll have a
few choice words if the team
haven’t done a tape change at
the right moment.
Talking of camera crew there
are a loads of them filming
you and you might think you
were on an entirely different reality show; I mean Big
Brother of course.
The crew are good fun even
if a little demanding. They’ve
got a job to do after all.
Now, my verdict on Junior
Apprentice?
It has been credible. We’ve

seen the same collection of
personalities and tactics that
we are accustomed to.
Sugar has stayed true to
form, often saving the most
inept characters because they
remind him of him, and shedding the folk that just don’t
fight hard enough for their
place.
Sugar wants his Apprentice
to be tough and fight dirty.
They have to get the balance
right though. If they are too
fiery and too wilful that turns
him off especially as we approach the final.
The flaw with Junior
Apprentice is that is feels a bit
like sending out your reserve
team to play football at Villa
Park.
You know you’ll get a
decent game of football, but
you’re really waiting for the
‘A’ team to come out and strut
their stuff.
The production team have
done a good job in replicating their successful formula.
Junior Apprentice has whet
the appetites of their loyal fan
base.
The lingering question likely
to be in the hearts and minds
of viewers will be ‘when are
the real players taking to the
pitch?’ It’s a fair question.
I don’t think we’ll have too
long to wait now.

